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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

Bumpstead  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  1925 
on  the  Sanitary  Conditions  and  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Rural 
District  of  Bumpstead. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  set  forth  in 
Circular  648  of  December  10th,  1925,  and  is  a Survey  Report. 

Survey  Reports,  as  distinguished  from  the  Ordinary 
Reports  of  intermediate  years,  are  required  quinquennially  and 
constitute  a general  review  of  the  measure  of  progress  in  matters 
affecting  Public  Health  in  the  area  during  the  preceding  five 
years. 

ARTHUR  MORGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  Bumpstead  Ilural  District  contains  six  parishes,  and  is  situated  in 
the  Administrative  County  of  Essex.  The  geological  formation  is  chalk, 
covered  on  the  higher  ground  hy  boulder  clay,  which  is  of  considerable 
thickness,  and  in  the  valleys  by  gravel  and  alluvium.  The  streams  drain 
the  higher  boulder  clay  into  the  valley  of  the  River  Stour,  except  for  parts 
of  Steeple  Bumpstead  and  B)irdbroolc,  which  drain  into  the  valley  of  the 
River  Colne. 

The  parishes  are  scattered  and  essentially  rural  in  character  ; there  is 
no  particular  trade  or  industry  apart  from  agriculture. 


Area  ...  ...  11,874  acres. 


Population  : 

Males. 

Census  1911  ...  ...  1,292 

Census  1921  ...  ...  1,185 

Females. 

1,302 

1,191 

Total. 

2,594 

2,376 

Decrease  ...  107 

111 

218 

The  population  as  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1925  is  2,345. 
figure  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  year  are  calculated. 

On  this 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1921  ... 

. . • • • • 

630 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1921 

• • • • • • 

631 

Number  of  rooms  occupied,  1921 

... 

2,980 

Number  of  rooms  per  person,  1921  ... 

... 

1.26 

Number  of  persons  per  acre,  1921  ... 

... 

.2 

The  population  living  more  than  two  persons  to  a room  is  given  as 
191  in  the  1921  Census  Returns,  as  against  166  at  the  1911  Census. 


The  following  table  gives  the  area,  population,  &c.,  of  each  parish  : — 


Area  in  Acres. 

Assessable  Value. 

Since  produced  by 
a Penny  Rate. 

Population,  1911. 

Population,  1921. 

Inerease  or 
Decrease. 

+ or  — 

Number  of  Private 
Families. 

Number  of  Struct- 
urally Separate 
Dwellings. 

Number  of  Rooms 
Occupied. 

Number  of  Rooms 
per  Person. 

Number  of  PersonsI 
per  Acre.  1 

Ashen  . . 

1,500 

£ 

839 

3 9 

254 

224 

— 30 

61 

61 

270 

1.21 

.1 

Birdbrook  . . 

2,072 

1,450 

6. 

432 

428 

— 4 

120 

120 

554 

1 30 

2 

Helions 

Bumpstead 

2,853 

1,376 

5.14 

558 

482 

— 76 

127 

127 

546 

1.14 

2 

Ovington 

688 

2,802 

11.13 

113 

83 

— 30 

28 

28 

117 

1.41 

.1 

Steeple 

Bumpstead 

3,766 

398 

M3 

916 

874 

- 42 

219 

218 

1,118 

1.28 

o 

Stunner 

905 

1,070 

4.9 

321 

285 

- 36 

76 

76 

375 

1.32 

.3 
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Rateable  Value  of  the  District. 

lhaii  cl  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Buildings 

Reduced  Assessable  Value  ... 

Sum  produced  by  a penny  rate  on  Reduced  Assessable  Value 

The  following  table,  extracted  from  the  Census  Return  of  1921,  gives 
details  as  to  occupations.  It  will  be  noted  that  out  of  745  occupied  males 


£ 

5,920 

G,455 

7,935 

33 


502  are  employed  in  agricultural  occupations. 

Total  Population 

« • * 

Males 

1,185 

Females 

1,191 

Aged  0 — 11  

• • • 

287 

2G4 

Aged  12  and  upwards 

... 

898 

927 

Agricultural  occupations 

• • • 

502 

4 

Metal  Workers 

17 

Electrical  Apparatus  Makers,  Fitters,  etc. 

1 

Workers  in  Skins,  Leather  Goods  Makers 

3 

Textile  Workers  ... 

1 

2 

Makers  of  Textile  Goods  and  Articles  of  Dress 

10 

20 

Makeis  of  Foods,  Drinks  and  Tobacco  ... 

12 

Workers  in  Wood,  etc.  ... 

24 

Builders,  Bricklayers,  etc. 

33 

Painters  and  Decorators,  etc. 

6 

Transport  Workers 

37 

2 

Commercial  and  Financial  Occupations 

39 

5 

Public  Administration  and  Defence 

... 

8 

5 

Professional  Occupations 

. . • 

15 

31 

Persons  employed  in  Personal  Service  ... 

• • « 

15 

97 

Clerks,  Draughtsmen,  Typists,  etc. 

4 

4 

Warehousemen,  etc. 

• - • 

1 

Stationary  Engine  Drivers,  etc. 

2 

All  other  occupations 

15 

Total  occupied  ...  

... 

745 

170 

Unoccupied  and  retired  ... 

• • • 

153 

757 

Tolal  occupied  and  unoccupied 

... 

898 

927 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Births : 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  

37 

20 

17 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

Grand  Total  ... 

38 

20 

18 

Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of  population 

• » . ... 

1G.2 

Birth  Rate  per  thou.sand  of  population  (England  and  W 

ales) 

18.3 

4 


Total  Male  Female 

33  18  15 


Aijcs  at  Death : 

Under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

1 j'ear  and  under  2 years  ...  ...  — 

2 years  and  under  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

5 years  and  under  1 5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

15  years  and  under  25  years  ..  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

25  years  and  under  45  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

45  years  and  under  55  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

55  years  and  under  65  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

65  years  and  under  75  years  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  6 

75  years  and  over  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Total 33 

Deatli  Rate  per  thousand  of  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.0 

Death  Rate  per  thousand  of  population  (England  and  Wales)  ...  12.2 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  ...  ...  Nil 


The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  three  ; 
based  on  a total  of  38  births,  this  gives  an  infantile  mortality  figure  of  79 
per  thousand  births. 

Infantile  Mortality  figure,  England  and  Wales,  75. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  babies. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Birth,  Death  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  the  district  for.  the 

last  ten  years : 


Infantile 


Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Mortality 

1915 

17.5 

11.5 

121 

1916 

19.8 

11. 

20  . 

1917 

15.0 

16.7 

...  . 86 

1918 

17.5 

16.2 

50 

1919 

20.1 

16.2 

90 

1920 

26.6 

12.3 

51 

1921 

17.1 

12.5 

Nil 

1922 

17.2 

11.7 

24.4 

1923 

18.0 

17.2 

Nil 

1924 

20.6 

19.7 

81.6 

1925 

16.2 

14.0 

79 
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Table  of  Causes  of  Death,  year  1925. 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes 


Enteric  Fever 
Small  Pox  .. 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  ... 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  etc 
Heart  Disease 
Arterio  Sclerosis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia,  all  forms 
Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea,  etc.,  under  two  years  of  age 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 
Parturition  ... 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Premature 
Birth  ...  ...  ... 

Suicide 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 
Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

Causes  Jll-defined  or  Unknown  ... 


Males. 


18 


Special  Causes  (included  above)... 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis  ... 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year. 


Total  ... 
Illegitimate 


2 

3 

3 

1 


1 

5 


Females. 


1 

1 

1 

1 


Males.  Females. 

Total  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20  18 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20  17 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  — 1 


Population 


2,345 
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general  provision  of  health  services 

IN  THE  AREA. 

There  are  no  general  hospitals  within  the  district.  The  majority  of 
cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  attend  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital, 
Cambridge.  The  Poor  Law  Institution  serving  the  District  is  situated  at 
Kedington,  within  the  Rural  District  of  Clare. 

The  Tuberculosis,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and  Venereal  Diseases 
schemes  are  all  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  : 

There  are  no  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  or  Sanitoria  actually  situated 
within  the  district,  but  treatment  for  cases  of  this  disease  is  arranged  for  by 
tbe  County  Council  at  Dispensaries  and  Sanitoria  in  adjacent  parts  of  the 
County. 

Materniti/  and  Child  Welfare: 

A Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  at  Steeple  Bumpstead  on  the  1st  and 
3rd  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  and  is  available  for  consultation,  advice,  the 
provision  of  milk  for  necessitous  cases,  &c.  This  is  the  only  centre  in  the 
district,  but  people  from  surrounding  villages  can  attend.  The  Halstead 
Voluntary  Committee  is  in  charge,  and  they  are  subsidised  by  the  County 
Council  under  their  scheme.  There  is  also  hospital  provision  for  infants 
and  children  up  to  five  years  of  age  suffering  from  crippling  defects, 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  &c.  ; for  complicated  or  difficult  cases  of  coiibne- 
ment  where  hospital  treatment  is  essential,  and  for  cases  of  confinement 
where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  attendant,  the  patient  cannot  with 
safety  be  confined  in  her  own  home. 

Mid  wives  and  District  Nuises  : 

There  is  one  District  Nurse  Midwife  in  the  district,  who  takes  in  the 
parishes  of  Steeple  Bumpstead,  Helions  Bumpstead,  and  Birdbrook. 

Nursiny  Service: 

Under  the  County  Council’s  Combined  Nursing  Scheme,  the  above- 
mentioned  District  Nurse  Midwife,  in  addition  to  her  iMidwifery  and 
ordinary  District  Nursing  work,  assists  the  County  Counci'’s  whole-time 
Health  Visitor  in  her  duties  connected  with  child  welfare,  school,  and  tuber- 
culosis nursing.  Under  this  arrangement  the  County  Council  make  a grant 
through  the  Essex  County  Nursing  Association  to  the  District-Nursing 
Association  of  £40  per  annum.  There  are  no  arrangements  for  the  nur.-'ing 
of  infectious  diseases  in  the  home,  such  as  measles,  &c. 

Venereal  Diseases : 

Under  the  County  Council's  scheme  treatment  can  be  obtained  by 
attendance  at  any  of  the  Clinics  held  at  the  Institutions  available,  which 
include  hospitals  at  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  &c.  There  are  also  beds  for 
in-patient  treatment  when  necessary.  Pathological  specimens  are  examined 
free  to  medical  practitioners. 

Chemical  Worh  : 

Chemical  analyses  may  be  made  at  the  Essex  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  91,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E C.  4.,  or  by  the  Public 
Analyst  at  Cambridge.  The  Rural  District  Council  is  not  an  Authority 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  the  only  analyses  made  during 
the  year  were  of  water  samples.  These  analyses  were  made  at  Cambridge. 
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Isolation  lloapital  Arcmnnodatiim  : 

Tlio  question  of  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease 
has  already  been  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  and  the  following  is  a 
resume  : — 

The  Clare  (West  Suffolk)  and  Bumpstead  llural  Districts  combined 
together  to  form  a Joint  Hospital  Board,  consisting  of  the  Chairman  as 
ex-officio  member,  and  four  elective  naembers  from  the  Clare  Rural  District 
Council;  the  Chairman  and  two  elective  members  from  the  Bumpstead 
Rural  District  Council.  The  Joint  Hospital,  situated  near  Clare,  was  opened 
in  1902,  and  was  intended  for  tlie  reception  of  cases  of  small  pox.  The 
accommodation  consists  of  two  small  wards  and  a nurse’s  room,  providing 
four  beds. 

The  building  is  a semi-permanent  structure,  and  has  fallen  into  a more 
or  less  derelict  condition,  so  that  it  could  not  be  used  even  if  required  ; 
furthermore,  the  accommodation  would  be  quite  insufficient  to  deal  with 
more  than  an  occasional  case,  apart  from  the  difficulties  in  providing 
adequate  nursing  and  medical  attention. 

An  attempt  to  come  to  an  arrangement  with  the  adjoining  Urban 
District  of  Haverhill  for  the  reception  of  cases  at  their  isolation  hospital 
fell  through,  so  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  provision  for  hospital  isolation 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  including  small  pox.  So  far  as  small  pox  is 
concerned,  the  desirability  of  coming  to  an  arrangement  with  a neighbour- 
ing authority  possessing  a small  pox  hospital  has  been  represented  to  the 
Council,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the  matter  is  still  in  abeyance. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  is  no  ambulance  within  the  district  for  the  removal  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  or  accident. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

One  part  time  Sanitary  Inspector  who  also  acts  as  Surveyor  to  the 
Local  Authority  and  as  Inspector  under  the  Housing  Acts,  Meat 
Regulations,  etc. 

The  Bumpstead  Rural  District  Council  has  combined  with  other 
authorities  for  the  appointment  of  a whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  districts  represented  are: — 


Bumpstead  Rural  District, 

Essex 

..  population  2,37G 

Moulton  Rural  District,  West  Suffolk  ... 

2,189 

Clare  Rural  District 

„ 7,348 

Haverhill  Urban  District 

y > 

„ 4,083 

Newmarket  Rural  District, 

Cambs. 

„ 18,647 

r .1  TP - 

Total  population  ...  34,643 

Legislation  in  Force  : 


Model  Building  Byelaws  for  Rural  Districts  have  been  in  force  since 
January,  1908. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  adopted 
April,  1908. 

There  are  no  Local  or  General  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  the  District, 
and  the  Council  is  not  an  authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  and 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

So  f ir  as  new  legislation  is  concerned,  the  Public  Health  Act  of 
1925  came  iiito  operation  in  September.  The  Act  is  divided  into  nine  parts, 
of  which  Part  VII  , dealing  with  infectious  disease  and  hospitals,  and  Part 
VIH.,  Miscellaneous,  operate  without  adoption.  A Rural  District  Council 
may  adopt  the  provisions  in  Parts  11.  and  IV.  with  the  exception  of  a 
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few  Sections  intended  to  apply  to  Urban  Districts  only.  Part  V.,  dealini? 
with  Watercourses,  Streams,  &c.,  cannot  bo  adopted  by  a Rural  District 
Council,  and  Purt  IX.  only  extends  to  an  area  in  which  the  Baths  and 
Washhouses  Acts,  1840  — 1899,  may  bo  in  force. 

The  Consolidated  Housing  Act  of  1925  brings  within  one  Consolidat- 
ing Act  the  housing  powers  and  duties  of  Local  Authorities  under  a series 
of  nine  Acts  passed  between  1890  and  1921.  The  financial  provisions  of  the 
1928  and  1924  Acts  are  not  included  in  the  1 925  Act  and  the  Small  Dwellings 
Acquisition  Act  of  1899  - as  amended  by  the  1923  Act — is  also  left  in  opera- 
tion. The  effective  Housing  Acts  therefore  now  in  operation  are  those  of 
1899,  1923,  1924  and  1925. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Sitpplj/. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  derived  entirely  from  wells.  Each 
parish  has  a public  supply,  and  there  are  in  addition  numerous  private  weds, 
but  there  is  no  piped  service. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  supply  to  each  parish  : — 

Ashen. — Two  public  supplies  from  Springs.  The  water  is  stored  in 
covered  brick  and  cement  reservoirs. 

Birdbraok, — Two  public  wells,  one  near  the  Rectory  and  the  other  near 
Birdbrook  Hall. 

Helions  Dumpstead.- — Two  public  wells,  one  situated  at  the  cross  roads 
near  the  Church  and  the  other  at  Pale  Green.  The  latter  is  an  exceedingly 
hard  water.  There  are  also  two  public  pumps  in  this  parish  supplied  by 
filtered  pond  water.  One  of  these  is  liable  to  contamination  by  surface 
water,  and  was  found  to  be  highly  polluted.  This  pump  was  closed  during 
1924.  About  nine  cottages  depended  upon  this  one  for  their  supply.  'I'he 
inhabitants  now  take  their  water  from  the  other  pump,  which  is  about  350 
yards  away.  An  analysis  of  the  water  from  this  pump  did  not  yield  satis- 
factory results  and,  after  consultation  with  the  Parish  Council,  it  is  proposed 
to  have  the  filters  and  pipes  cleaned  out,  overhauled  and  repaired,  also  to 
construct  an  inspection  chamber  witli  a valve  stop-cock,  in  the  hope  of 
effecting  an  improvement. 

Steeple  JJnwjistead. — Three  public  wells. 

Ovinifton. — One  public  well  near  the  Rectory. 

Stunner. — One  public  well  near  the  Council  School  and  one  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Council’s  houses. 

Three  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sciverage : 

There  is  no  proper  system  of  sewerage  or  of  sewage  disposal  in  any  of  the 
villages.  The  privy  system  is  in  general  use,  but  where  possible  these  are 
being  gradually  converted  into  pail  closets.  At  Birdbrook  several  houses 
drain  into  a pipe  sewer,  and  at  Sturmer  there  is  a short  length  of  pipe 
sewer  terminating  in  tanks,  which  are  periodically  cleaned  out.  At  Steeple 
Bump.stead  the  eight  houses  built  by  the  Council  under  the  Housing  Act  of 
1919  arc  drained  into  a septic  tank,  one  other  house  nearby  has  had  a ne  v 
drainage  system  installed  during  the  year  and  is  also  connected  with  this 
tank. 

There  is  no  system  of  public  scavenging,  and  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
the  inhabitants  on  garden  ground  or  allotments. 
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Nuuibor  of  uiicouvci'tecl  privies 
Number  of  pail  closets  ... 

Number  of  water  closets 

Number  of  privies  converted  to  pails  during  the  year 
Number  of  water  closets  installed 


240 

320 

2G 

8 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  figures  have  been  provided  by  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  K- 
Brown  Thake,  of  Haverhill,  who  is  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  district  : — 


Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  437 

Complaints  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cowsheds  ...  ..  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

General  Inspections  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  260 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Nuisances  or  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  34 

Nuisances  or  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Informal  written  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  2 


Disinfection. 

Number  of  dwellings  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  rooms  stripped  and  cleaned  ...  ...  ..  ...  . . 6 


Schools, 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  two  schools  at  Steeple 
Bumpstead,  both  unsatisfactory.  One  school  has  now  been  closed  and  the 
other  enlarged  and  re-fitted,  new  sanitary  offices  being  erected. 

The  schools  at  Birdbrook,  Helions  Bumpstead  and  Sturmer  are  in  a 
sanitary  condition,  and  the  available  water  supply  is  satisfactory. 

There  is  no  school  at  Ovington,  and  the  school  at  Ashen  remains 
closed. 

HOUSING. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District ; There  is  an  urgent 
need  for  cottaq:es  of  the  working  class  type,  containing  at  least  three  bed- 
rooms, and  that  could  be  let  at  a rent  within  the  scope  of  the  agricultural 
labourer.  This  need  would  appear  to  be  particularly  evident  in  the  pari.ffies 
of  Helions  Bumpstead,  Birdbrook,  Ashen  and  Ovington.  In  282  cottages 
inspected  at  various  times  the  number  of  bedrooms  is  as  follows  : — Two 
cottages  with  four  bedrooms,  23  wdih  three  bedrooms,  221  with  two  bed- 
rooms and  36  with  one  bedroom.  Where  there  are  two  bedroom.s  one  is 
usually  very  small  and  nearly  all  intercommunicate.  Under  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act  of  1919  four  houses  were  erected  at  Sturmer  and 
eight  at  Steeple  Bumpstead  by  the  Rural  District  Council.  These  were 
completed  in  1922  and  partly  met  the  needs  of  these  two  parishes.  During 
the  last  12  years  no  house  of  the  working  class  type  has  been  erected  by 
private  enterprise.  The  Rural  District  Council  are  now  proposing  to 
erect  16  cottages  distributed  between  the  pirishes  of  Birdbrook,  Ashen, 
Helions  Bumpstead  and  Ovington.  Census  figures  showing  the  population 
of  each  parish  are  given  at  the  commencement  of  the  report,  and  there 
seems  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  important  change  in  population. 
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(II.)  Overcrowding  : There  are  about  twelve  cases  of  overcrowding 
in  the  district,  due  to  the  lack  of  cottages  with  three  bedrooms,  and  when 
the  proposed  houses  are  erected  it  is  hoped  to  relieve  some  of  the  worst 
cases.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  deal  with  any  cases  of  over-crowding 
during  the  year  owing  to  the  want  of  alternative  accommodation. 

(III.)  75  per  cent,  of  the  cottages  are  constructed  of  stud  and  plaster 
or  clay  brick  walls  ; thatched  roofs  predominate,  although  some  are  roofed 
with  slates  or  tiles.  There  i.s  no  damp  course  in  this  older  type  of  cottage 
and  the  floors  are  paved  with  bricks  laid  directly  on  the  earth  and  often 
below  the  level  of  the  adjoining  ground.  As  is  to  be  expected  the  principal 
defects  found  are  of  a constructional  nature,  such  as  leaky  roofs,  dilapidated 
plastered  walls,  dampness,  etc.  It  would  not  appear  that  there  are  many 
instances  of  defects  being  directly  due  to  acts  of  waste  or  neglect  by  tenants, 
but  there  are  some  cases  where  defects  might  be  attributed  to  want  of 
supervision  by  owners,  small  necessary  repairs  being  allowed  to  accumulate 
until  the  question  becomes  a costly  one  with  the  prospect  of  little  or  no 
return  on  the  outlay.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  rents 
are  very  low,  in  some  cases  not  exceeding  1/6  to  2/-  weekly,  and  that  many 
cottages  are  owned  byper.-ons  with  sm.'dl  capital,  also  that  nothing  much  short 
of  re-construction  could  make  some  of  these  cottages  reasonably  habitable. 
During  the  year  extensive  repairs  have  been  effected  in  resp  ct  of  40 
cottages  without  the  necessity  of  service  of  formil  notices.  So  far  as 
proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  are  concerned,  notices  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  were  served  in  34  cases  ; in  each  instance  the  necessary 
work  was  done  by  the  owners. 

(IV.)  No  complaints  have  been  received  or  representations  made 
regarding  unhealthy  areas. 

(V.)  The  Model  Building  Byelaws  for  Kural  Districts  have  been  in 
operation  since  April,  1908. 

I.  Unfit  Dwelling-Houses. 

Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  53 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  40 

II.  Reuedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 
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A.  Proceedings^  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing,  Act,  1923. 

(1)  Number  of  clwolling-houses  in  respect  of  which  noticos 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(rt)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

\h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners... 

(8)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  wh  ch  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declara- 
tions by  o'tvners  of  intention  to  c'ose  ...  ...  — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  34 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  11  and  15  of  the  Housing 

'Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses 

having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  — 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supjdg. 

There  are  eleven  cowsheds  in  this  district,  and  one  producer  of  milk  and 
six  retail  purveyors  are  on  the  register.  In  two  cases  milk  is  sent  out  of  the 
district.  Thirty-six  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  milk  supply 
and  sever.  1 defects  dealt  with. 

It  can  be  said  that  most  of  the  premises  are  kept  in  a cleanly  condition, 
although  some  of  them  are  old  and  not  structurally  so  suitable  as  one  could 
wish  ; also  a higher  standard  of  cleanliness  might  be  attained  in  some 
instances. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  Section  2 (1)  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act  of  1922,  whereby  the  Local  Authority  has  power 
under  certnin  circumstances  to  ivfuse  registration  of,  or  to  remove  from  the 
Register,  letail  purveyors  ol  milk,  either  absolutely  or  in  respect  of  any 
specified  premises 
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Milli  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923.  No  licence  has  been  granted 
in  the  district  for  the  sa'e  of  milk  under  Special  Designations,  nor  is  the 
Council  an  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Tlie  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  came  into  operation 
on  Sept.  1st,  1925.  This  Act  contains  a number  of  provisions  designed 
to  prevent  the  sale  for  human  food  of  tuberculous  milk  and  enlarges  the 
powers  of  ofBcers  of  local  authorities  to  take  samples  of  milk.  There  are 
also  provisions  regarding  the  appointmeut  of  Veterinary  Inspectors.  No 
samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year,  nor  have  any  instances  of  t^uberculous  cattle  come  to 
light. 


Meat. 

The  Rural  District  Councils  (Slaughter-houses)  Order,  1924,  came  into 
operation  on  January  1st,  1925,  and  provides  for  the  registration  with  the 
local  authority  of  all  places  actually  in  use  and  occupation  as  slaughter- 
houses at  the  date  of  commencement  of  the  Order;  places  not  in  use  or 
occupation  at  this  time  are  required  to  be  licensed  and  the  licence  may  be 
granted  for  a limited  time  (not  less  than  12  months)  so  that  the  local 
authority  can  exercise  discretion  as  to  renewal.  The  local  authority  is  also 
required  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  licensing,  registration,  inspection  and 
control  of  these  premises.  Hitherto  there  have  been  no  bye-laws  relating  to 
slaughter-houses  in  this  district,  but  these  have  now  been  adopted  by  the 
Council  and  came  into  operation  in  August.  In  1920  there  were  two 
registered  slaughter-houses  in  the  district;  in  January,  1925,  four;  and  in 
December,  1925,  four.  All  these  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and, 
speaking  generally,  can  be  considered  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
Two  have  been  improved  and  repaired  during  the  year  and  one  has  not  been 
in  use  since  May,  1925.  There  are  no  public  slaughter-houses  in  this 
district. 

The  Public  Hea'th  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  came  into  operation 
on  April  1st,  1925,  and  contain  various  important  provisions 
designed  to  prevent  the  sale  of  unsound  or  diseased  meat  for 
human  food,  and  for  the  protection  of  meat  from  contamination 
by  dirt,  flies,  etc , in  the  course  of  transport  or  when  exposed 
for  sale.  The  Regulations  provide  for  the  notification  to  the  local 
authority  of  the  dates  times  and  places  of  slaughtering,  and  for  the  reten- 
tion of  the  carcases  for  a period  to  permit  of  inspection  by  an  officer  of  the 
local  authority.  Other  provisions  are  directed  towards  the  m lintenance  of  a 
proper  standard  of  cleanliness  in  shops,  stalls,  etc.,  or  places  where  meat  is 
sold  or  exposed  for  sale,  or  deposited  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  of  prepara- 
tion for  sale,  or  with  a view  to  future  sale.  The  portion  of  the  regulations 
dealing  with  inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughter  is  carried  out  as  effectually 
as  possible,  and  inspections  are  made  in  the  majority  of  instances.  On  the 
other  hand.  Article  9 of  the  Regulations  places  on  the  person  by  or  on 
whose  behalf  an  animal  is  slaughtered  the  duty  of  giving  notice  to  the  local 
authority  if  any  part  of  the  carcase  is  found  to  be  diseased  or  unsound. 
Part  III.  of  the  Regulations  deals  with  me  it  marking  or  the  application  of 
a distinctive  mark  to  carca.ses  inspected  and  found  to  be  sound.  Certain 
conditions  have  to  be  fulfilled  before  this  can  be  done  and  application  made 
to  the  Ministry  for  authorisation  of  the  use  of  a mark.  No  attempt  to  carry 
out  this  has  been  made  in  this  district. 

The  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925,  which  came  into  operation  on 
Bept.  1st,  provides  for  the  slaugliter  of  tuberculous  animils,  and  provision 
is  made  by  an  amending  Order  for  notice  of  intention  to  slaughter  to  be 
given  to  the  Banitary  Authority  wh^re  it  is  intended  that  any  part  of  the 
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carcase  is  to  bo  sold  for  human  food,  and  no  part  of  tho  carcaso  is  to  bo 
removed  from  the  premises  for  that  purpose  unless  permission  in  writing  is 
given  by  the  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health  or  other  competent  Oflicer.  No 
notices  under  this  Order  have  been  received  during  the  year. 

A register  is  kept  of  the  times  and  hours  of  regular  slaughtering,  and 
due  notice  is  given  of  any  slaughtering  that  may  take  place  out  of  the 
regular  specified  hours.  No  unsound  meat  has  been  condemned  during  the 
year.  There  are  no  stalls  from  which  meat  is  sold  in  the  district,  and  so 
far  as  shops  are  concerned  reasonable  precautions  are  taken  as  to  cleanliness 
and  the  protection  of  meat  from  contamination. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  only  three  in  the  district,  and  speaking  generally  the 
condition  of  the  various  premises  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  including 
the  question  of  water  supply.  The  usual  requirements  as  to  limewashing 
are  carried  out  with  regularity. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


During  the  last  five  years  the  district  has  been  comparatively  free  from 
outbreaks  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases.  The  number  of  case^  notified 
during  the  period  under  review  is  shewn  in  the  following  table  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 

Enteric  Fever 
Poliomyelitis 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Pneumonia  ... 
Erysipelas  ... 


1920  1921 

4 6 

— 1 


1 — 
1 


1922  1923  1924  1925 

10  1 — — 


2 


1 

1 


1 — 

1 — 

1 3 

1 — 


Since  1892,  175  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  177  of  Diphtheria  have 
been  notified  ; during  this  period  21  deaths  were  attiibuted  to  diphtheria 
hut  none  to  Scarlet  Fever. 


Years  ...  1892—1900.  1901—1910.  1911—1921.  1922—1925. 


Scarlet  Fever  cases 

109 

• IG 

39 

11 

Deaths  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  cases  ...^ 

89 

82 

56 

— 

Deaths 

11 

3 

7 

— 

The  question  of  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease 
has  already  been  referred  to.  The  principle  adopted  has  been  one  of  home 
isolation,  and  while  this  may  be  quite  satisfactory  in  a number  of  cases 
it  cannot  be  carried  out  effectively  in  small  cottages  occupied  by  families 
of  young  children.  In  every  case  of  infectious  disease  a careful  supervision 
is  maintained  over  the  affected  household,  directions  given  as  to  pre- 
cautions that  may  be  adopted  to  limit  the  spread  of  infection,  contacts 
visited  and  a search  made  for  possible  carriers.  There  is  no  steam 
disinfector  in  the  district,  nor  is  there  any  special  provision  for  the  cleansing 
of  verminous  persons,  etc.  Disinfection  of  infected  premises  is  effected  by 
the  formalin  spray  or  by  fumigation.  The  case  of  enteric  fever  reported  ip 
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1924  was  removed  to  the  Cambridge  Borough  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
patient  had  apparently  contracted  the  illness  while  away  from  home,  and 
the  case  was  actually  one  of  paratyphoid  due  to  infection  with  the  bacillus 
paratyphosus  B. 

There  has  been  no  undue  prevalence  of  non-notifiable  infectious  disease 
of  late  years.  The  majority  of  cases  of  iufiuenza  that  have  occurred  have 
been  of  a fairly  mild  type,  but  two  deaths  were  attributed  to  t us  disease 
during  the  year.  The  death  rate  per  thousand  population  from  t'lis  disease 
since  1922  is  as  fol  ows  : — 


1925 

1924 

1923 

1922 

Bumpstead  Rural  District  ...  '80 

1-26 

•42 

•41 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  .32 

.49 

.22 

.54 

There  has  been  no  particular  incidence  of 

any  other  disease,  with  the 

exception  of  an  outbreak  of  whooping  cough  in  one  of  the  villages  during 
December.  There  has  only  been  one  death  attributed  to  whooping  cough 
during  the  la^t  five  years  (one  in  1924)  and  none  to  measles.  Notifications 
were  received  from  schools  in  respect  of  37  exclusions,  34  of  these  related 
to  exclusions  on  account  of  whooping  cough. 

Cancer  caused  three  deaths  during  the  year  equal  to  a death  rate  of 
1’27  per  thousand  population  as  against  death  rates  of  '84,  2'51,  and  1-67 
for  the  years  1924,  1923,  and  1922. 

Bacteriological  examinations  may  be  made  at  the  Essex  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  91,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.4.,  or  at  the 
Bacteriological  Laboratory,  6,  Post  Office  Terrace,  Cambridge. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  obtained  by  practitioners  as  required,  the  cost 
being  charged  to  the  Rural  District  Council. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 
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Deaths. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Removed 

to 

Hospital.  I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

At  Ages— Years. 

I 

*o 

rH 

rH 

1 —Qf  1 

-- 

rH 

1 

CO 

. 

1 

0 

01 

- 

1 

to 

1 

- 

i-H 

1 

to 

(M 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

r-J 

7 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

eo 

Disease. 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

(including  Paratyphoid)  . . 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis.. 

Diseases  notifiable  locally 
Chicken  Pox 

Totals 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Small  Pox  in  various  parts  of  the  country  the  compulsory  notification  of  Chicken  Pox  a 
precautionary  measure  was  continued  during  the  year,  but  no  cases  that  could  be  regarded  with  suspicion  were  reported. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis. 


Table  shewing  new  cases  notified  and  deaths  during  the  year — 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulinonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmoiiary. 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

. 

5 

10 

1 

15 

20 

1 

25 

] 

35 

45 

1 

55 

65 

and  upwards 

Totals  . . 

1 

2 

1 

There  were  no  deaths  of  non-notified  cases. 


Notifications  and  deaths  in  previous  years;  the  figure i in  brackets 
represent  the  number  of  deaths — 


1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

1 

-(1)  ... 

— 2 

1 

. . • 

• • • ' — 

2(1) 

1 

1 1 
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No  action  lias  been  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  which  came  into  operation  in  August. 
These  regulations  make  it  an  olTeiice  for  any  person  who  is  aware  tliat  he  is 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  to  enter  upon  any  employment  or 
occupation  in  connection  with  a Dairy  which  would  iovolve  the  milking  of 
cows,  the  treatment  of  milk,  or  the  handling  of  vessels  used  for  containing 
milk. 

Section  G2  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  provides  for  the  compulsory 
removal  and  detention  in  an  institution  of  a person  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  nnd  in  an  infectious  state. — No  action  has  been 
necessary  under  this  Section. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Number  of  factories,  3. 

Number  of  workshops  on  the  register  at  end  of  year,  16 — Bakers  3, 
Carpenters  3,  Wheelwrights  2,  Saddlers  2,  Cycle  Works  1,  Smiths  5. 

Number  of  W'^orkplaces,  7 — Bootmakers  3,  Dressmakers  1,  Tailor  1, 
Laundries  2. 

Number  of  Inspections,  36— Factories  3,  Workshops  25,  Workplaces  8. 

There  were  two  written  notices  in  relation  to  nuisances  occurring  in 
workplaces,  both  of  which  were  remedied.  There  were  no  prosecutions  or 
matters  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector. 

Outworkers  lists  received,  2,  Outworkers,  actual  number,  7. 

Nature  of  work,  wearing  apparel.  Infected  premises,  nil. 

Number  of  outworkers  in  1914,  55. 


ARTHUR  MORGAN,  M.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H,, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


